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Abstract
A New Analysis on Sakha “dual” Marking:

An Indicator for a Group of Hearers

Fuvyuki EsaTa
Niigata University

Sakha has two forms in the hortative, one of which is used when the subject is in dual (two)
and the other is used when the subject is in plural (more than two). The “plural” is formed
by adding the suffix -(1)y to the “dual.” This suffix also appears in the imperative; however, in
this case, the “plural” (more than one) is formed by adding the same suffix to the “singular.”
Previous studies have only focused on the number of subjects and result in an inconsistent
analysis, where the suffix -(1)y correlates with a dual/plural opposition in one case and a
singular/plural one in another. However, this study provides a new analysis that proposes
that the suffix -(1)y should be considered as an indicator for a group of hearers, dissolving
the “dual” category. The number of hearers is distinguished in the imperative, hortative, and
greeting expressions because these expressions have a strong interaction with the addressee.
Some neighboring languages are also sensitive to the number of hearers in greeting
expressions.



